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This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas —
curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and what changes we are planning
in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers
and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

Our vision is for all students to enjoy their music lessons and find them relevant, engaging and
accessible. Our curriculum will not only give students the skills and tools needed to make steady
progress in music, but the curriculum also aims to provide learners with the skills to develop their
confidence, leadership, communication, time management, organisation, creativity and self-discipline,
all of which are key in helping to shape our students into emotionally intelligent, well-rounded individuals
who are confident to explore and question the world around them.

The music curriculum is planned for all year groups and skills are mapped progressively across Key
Stages as guided by the National Curriculum. For students to be able to access the music curriculum and
build skill, they need to have core knowledge of the elements and devices of music. As a result, the
curriculum is designed to be sequential and cumulative across the three areas of discipline: theory &
listening, performance (including singing) and composition. Our practical based learning approach helps
all students to develop their ability to perform, compose, listen and analyse, interacting with music from
a wide range of cultures and traditions. These include Western Classical Music, Popular Music (defined
broadly) and Traditional Music from around the world. This is underpinned by our use of subject specific
disciplinary tier 3 literacy. We offer our students the opportunity to learn the skills on an instrument that
they can develop as well as experiencing other instruments. This approach enables pupils a chance to
embed skills and apply knowledge across a range of styles and genres. The primary instrument is
keyboard, with other units looking at drums, ukulele, percussion and world instruments. Our curriculum
is differentiated appropriately using approaches which enable pupils to be taught effectively, with high




expectations whatever their needs. We work with students from Joseph Clarke school to provide GCSE
Music to their students. We follow our SEND policy (see policies section of our website).

At Highams Park School, students receive 1 hour lesson a week at KS3, 5 hours across two weeks at
GCSE and 9 hours across two weeks at A Level.

There is a dedicated space for music within the school. This is equipped with a range of tuned and un-
tuned instruments and technology is available for use.

We use teacher assessment at planned points throughout the year using a variety of methods (video,
audio, written etc.) to track pupil progress. There are opportunities for self and peer assessment planned
into all music lessons.

In collaboration with the designated music leader, senior leaders drive the development of music across
the school and advocate for the importance of music in school life and a named governor takes

responsibility for monitoring music

KS4 GCSE Music — OCR specification https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/

KS5 A Level — AQA specification https://www.aga.org.uk/subjects/music/a-level/music-
7272/specification

One to one lesson qualifications include:

Trinity Rock and Pop - https://www.trinityrock.com/

Trinity - https://www.trinitycollege.com/qualifications/music

Rock School - https://www.rslawards.com/rockschool/

ABRSM - https://www.abrsm.org/en-gb

Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

The school offers one-to-one lessons on all instruments. We currently have 10 peripatetic staff which the
school employs who teach students once a week, either 20 or 30 minutes. Students can hire an
instrument from the school. We offer subsidised lessons for pupil premium students. Students can be
entered via the school for instrument examinations on all instruments under either ABRSM, Trinity or
Rockschool specifications.

Lesson charges consist of:

£14.70 for a 20 min lesson
£22.20 for a 30 min lesson



https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/a-level/music-7272/specification
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/a-level/music-7272/specification
https://www.trinityrock.com/
https://www.trinitycollege.com/qualifications/music
https://www.rslawards.com/rockschool/
https://www.abrsm.org/en-gb

We offer a range of extra-curricular opportunities for all year groups which students can attend, including
orchestra, choir, guitar club, violin and flute group sessions and performance club.

We have a number of bands in the school who have a regular lunchtime or afterschool time booked to
rehearse.

The school has 4 practice rooms and 2 classrooms which students can use to rehearse in their free time.

We are linked with the Waltham Forest Music service and have been involved in workshops by the
Sinfonietta, Synfonia and BBC.

Part C: Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

The school has 2 concerts per year. This involved students across KS3, 4 and 5 and any student can
audition. These are ticketed and charged according to the event. We hold a year 7 concert in September
to host our new musicians and will be holding GCSE and A Level recital evenings which are free to attend.

We hold rehearsals to an audience so students across the school can be involved, but also invite Primary
schools to attend.

We are planning to have live performances by musicians and students in assemblies next academic year.

We have opportunities to visit live musicians and performances in London. We have links with musicians
via the charity Synfonia.

The school’s link with the Waltham Forest Music Hub has given us links to musicians who provide
workshops and performance opportunities such as the annual borough’s Battle of the Bands.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

At Highams Park school we would like to expose more of our students to classical music and
instruments. We have trialed violin and flute workshops to provide students with the free opportunity to
learn the instrument for 5 weeks. This is something we would like to continue on a bigger scale, trying to
involve as many year 7s as possible.

We are working with more musicians to perform for students and allow them to experience different
instruments.

Further information (optional)




Waltham Forest Music Hub - https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/schools-education-and-
learning/schools-and-colleges/music-service

Link charity: Synfonia - https://synfonia.org.uk/

The Department for Education a guide for parents and young people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-

people and The Power of Music to change lives https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-
of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education
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