
 Using a Reader in Exams 

 

What does a reader do? 

•    A reader reads the exam questions and text aloud to you. 

•    A reader helps you access the paper, not answer it. 

•   A reader cannot explain or interpret questions. 

 
Before the Exam Starts 

• ✔ Make sure you are comfortable with how the reader reads (pace and volume). 

• ✔ Agree how you want the paper read (e.g. whole question first, then reread). 

• ✔ Put your hand up before the exam starts if something is not right. 

 
During the Exam 

•        The reader will: 

o Read questions exactly as written 

o Repeat words, phrases, or whole questions if you ask 

•   The reader will not: 

o Explain meanings 

o Rephrase or simplify questions 

o Tell you what to write or choose 

• 🗣 You can ask the reader to: 

o Read a question again 

o Slow down or pause 

o Spell a word if allowed 

 
How to Use a Reader Well 

•     Listen carefully before starting your answer. 

•           Ask for repetition if you are unsure. 

•    Take your time — this support is there to help you focus on understanding. 

 
If You Feel Stuck 

• ✔ Ask the reader to reread the question. 

• ✔ Break the question down in your head. 

• ✔ Stay calm — you are allowed to hear it more than once. 

 
Remember 

•    The reader reads only what is on the paper. 

•    You make all the decisions. 

•    Using a reader does not reduce marks. 

•    All exam rules still apply. 

 

The reader helps you understand the question — the ideas come from you. 
 

We will provide a reading pen to use in 

exams, we suggest that you come to the 

exams office and try it. 


