
Results Day 
 

Results Day always comes around faster than you might think – and the results that you get will at 
least in the short term shape what you can and can’t do.  
 
It is vital that you know what you’re doing on results day, as you don’t want the excitement to take 
over. This brief guide will tell you everything that you need to know to make the most of the big day 
itself.  
 

What you should take with you  

 
Depending on the results you get, you may need to do some ringing around, so your mobile phone is 
essential.  
 
You should also take a pen and paper to jot down any key information that you need.  
If you have applied for a course that has requirements relating to a points system you may also need 
to take a calculator, too, as you will need to work out whether you’ve done enough to gain your place! 
  
If you’ve done well, you will probably also want to take lots of photos with your friends – so make sure 
your phone is fully charged.  
 

How to read your results  

 
When you first get hold of the envelope, you may feel a moment of panic. After all, the information 
inside the envelope could well make a huge difference to your future. However, it’s important to keep 
a clear head here.  
 
You may be with a group of friends who will all want to compare results, but if you can, you should 
your envelope into a quiet corner and read through them first – on your own.  
 
Read through each line slowly, and ensure that you are interpreting the information correctly. It can 
be tempting to skim-read your results, however this can cause mistakes when reading, which can be 
heart-breaking to discover further down the line.  
 
A minute or so on your own is a great idea here.  
 
GCSE’s What do the new grades mean for you?  

 
Unfortunately, it’s no longer as simple as having A*-U grades.  
 
The new numerical system instead uses numbers from 9-1 (highest to lowest, with a U grade for marks 
that were too low to be classified), and it is vital to know where the old grades would fit. To put it 
simply, an A* is in the middle of new grades 8 and 9, a 7 is an A, and a 4 is a grade C.  
 
Knowing these benchmarks should help to give you an idea of what the new grades really mean.   
  



 

What to do if your grades are good  

 
If you have reached the grades that you were hoping for, then the first thing you will want to do is 
celebrate.  
 
However, you will need to think about more practical things first, and decide on your next step. If your 
grades are what you hoped for, then it is probably as simple as confirming a place on a course or at 
college, university. If you haven’t thought about what you would like to do, then the good news is that 
there are lots of doors open to you if you have good grades.  
 
For those students who have completed their GCSE’s, A levels are a good choice, but there are lots of 
other options that may allow you work alongside studies if you would prefer. There’s no need to decide 
for sure on that day – the world is your oyster, so take a little time to think.  
 
What to do if your grades weren’t as good as you were expecting  

 
It can be incredibly frustrating to open your envelope and find that you haven’t got what you were 
hoping for – particularly if you studied hard.  
 
However, this doesn’t mean that all is lost. Although you will have been given a list of requirements 
needed to make the next stage of your education, there is always some leeway.  
 
If lots of people didn’t make their grades, or if some people decided not to take their place, then your 
grades may still be good enough to allow you entry.  
 
It is always worth getting in touch with where you have applied to and asking whether you could still 
study there, as you may be pleasantly surprised. If you don’t ask, you don’t get!  
 

What to do if your grades are really poor  

 
Not everyone is academic – and exams do favour those who are. That doesn’t mean that there aren’t 
options for those who didn’t perform well.  
There are many vocational courses available at local colleges that teach you useful skills – and in many 
ways it is a better way to secure future employment, as an apprenticeship for example often leads 
directly into a job.  
You may never have studied in this way before, but there is a chance that it might suit you. Everyone 
has their niche, and a vocational course could be yours.  
If you found that sitting and learning in a classroom bored you, then it is something to investigate.  
 
Finally..  

 
If you got the results you were aiming for, well done! If you didn’t, don’t panic.  
 
It’s not the end of the world, and there are options open to you. It may not have been the path you’d 
planned to go down, but down every new path there are doors to open – and you might even find that 
you have a skill that you didn’t even know about.  
 
So simply try to stay open minded, don’t panic, and see what’s available for you.  
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