
Assessments:

Assessment is a combination of external exams and internally assessed coursework:
• 2 externally assessed examination units (Units 1 and 2)
• 2 internally assessed coursework units (Units 3 and 4)

Each exam is 1 hour 45 minutes and externally marked by Pearson. Coursework is set using Pearson
assignment briefs and internally assessed by teachers.

The qualification carries UCAS points and is equivalent to one A Level. Students are graded using the
BTEC scale from Pass to Distinction*.

Entry criteria: Five 4-9 GCSE grades, including a minimum of a 4 in GCSE English (Language or
Literature)

Early Childhood Development explores key concepts in child development, play and safeguarding, while
developing critical thinking, communication and professional skills valued across education, health and
social care pathways. Students gain the academic and practical foundations needed for progression into
higher education and future careers.

Students study four mandatory units, covering key areas in early childhood education and care:
1. Children’s Development – understanding how children develop physically, cognitively, emotionally, socially
and linguistically from birth to eight years.
2. Keeping Children Safe – exploring health, safety and safeguarding responsibilities within early years
settings.
3. Play and Learning – understanding the importance of play, learning theories and how play supports
development.
4. Research and Reflective Practice in an Early Childhood Setting – applying research and reflective skills to
real early years contexts, including work placement where possible.

This is a practical and academic course requiring strong independent learning skills. Students should be
organised, proactive and able to manage deadlines. They will also need good communication and teamwork
skills, particularly for research and practical elements.

This course is ideal for students interested in working with children or progressing into related fields such
as:
• Primary teaching
• Early years education
• Nursing and midwifery
• Social work
• Psychology
• Children’s services and health professions
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