
Assessments:
The course is equivalent in size to one A Level. Students complete four units in total:

· Two externally assessed written examinations
· Two internally assessed coursework units

The examined units are marked by Pearson. The coursework units are assessed using Pearson-set
tasks and externally moderated to ensure national standards. This combination allows students to
develop both strong academic knowledge and applied practical skills.

The qualification carries UCAS points and is equivalent to one A Level. Students are graded using the
BTEC scale from Pass to Distinction*.

Entry criteria: Five 4-9 GCSE grades, including a minimum of a 4 in GCSE English (Language or
Literature)

The Pearson BTEC National in Health and Social Care (Extended Certificate) is a Level 3 Alternative
Academic Qualification (AAQ) designed to support progression to university and careers in the health and
care sector. It offers a learner-centred, applied approach with a unit-based structure and a combination of
academic study and practical application. The course develops students’ knowledge of human development,
biology and professional practice, alongside the interpersonal, analytical and organisational skills needed
for success in higher education and employment.

Students study three mandatory units and one optional unit, including:
Mandatory units
1. Human Lifespan and Development
2. Human Biology and Health
3. Principles of Health and Social Care Practice

This course is ideal for students interested in progressing to degrees and careers in areas such as: Nursing,
Midwifery, Paramedic Science, Occupational Therapy, Social Work, Youth Work, Public Health, Child
Nursing, Mental Health Nursing, and other allied health and care professions.

It also provides a strong foundation for any university course linked to human behaviour, health or society.
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